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AROHA GOSSAGE

Aroha Gossage graduated with a Masters of Art & Design (Honours) in
2015, Auckland University of Technology. Her Iwi is Ngati Wai, Ngati Ruanui
and the hapu Ngati Manuhiri. She has been represented within ARTIS
Gallery since 2016. Aroha’s work is influenced by her home environment of
Pakiri, north of Auckland - the beach, river and surrounding land.

Aroha uses the technique of mixing kokdwai, a red clay, with oil paint.
Aroha collects kokdwai and earth pigments from her whenua that brings
forth the connection she has with her tUpuna and the images appear
naturally through the process, as she works with the pigment. This results in
a hazy, sweeping of colour across her subjects, presenting a unique depth
of light in the works.

This body of work represents the deep connections Aroha has to her taiao,
the whenua, the moana and awa, her tGpuna and everything that is her
home, Pakiri. The softened blend of earth-based pigments gives the images
a distinctive mystique with the ancestral figures floating within the frame.

lllustrated cover:
Painting - Whenua, Oil on board, 700 x 1200 mm
Sculpture - Piwakawaka and the Pinecone, Cast bronze, Bluestone, 60 x 30 x 35 on 98 cm high plinth
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